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body. All Indian trade with the Red Sea was
paid for in gold and silver, so that the returning
ships offered many tempting prizes to freebooters.

In 1683 John Hand, master of the Bristol,
interloper, cleared his ship with papers made out
for Lisbon and Brazil, and sailed for Madeira,
There he called his crew together, and told them
he intended to take his ship to the East Indies.
Those who were unwilling were overawed, Hand
being a mighty cpastionate5 man. He appears
to have been half pirate and half trader; equally
ready to attack other traders, or to trade himself
in spices and drugs. On the Sumatra coast,
finding the natives unwilling to do business with
him, he went ashore with a pistol in his pocket
to bring the "black dogs' to reason. The pistol
went off in his pocket and shattered his thigh, and
that was the end of John Hand.

In the same year, six men, of whom four were
English and two Dutch, while on passage in a
native merchant's ship from the Persian Gulf to
Surat, seized the ship, killing the owner and his
two wives. The lascars were thrown overboard3
six being retained to work the ship. Their cruise
did not last long. Making for Honore, they threw